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Bio: 

Mu-chou Poo (PhD in Egyptology, Johns Hopkins 1984), is adjunct Professor at Chinese University of 
Hong Kong. He had worked as a Research Fellow at Academia Sinica, Taipei, from 1984-2009, and Chair 
Professor of History at Chinese University of Hong Kong, 2009-2023, and taught at various places, 
including Columbia, UCLA, and Grinnell College.  Research interests include religion and society in 
ancient Egypt and China. Major publications include Burial and the Idea of Life and Death: Essay on 
Ancient Chinese Religion (Taipei, 1993); Wine and Wine Offering in the Religion of Ancient 
Egypt (London: Kegan Paul, 1995);  In Search of Personal Welfare: A View of Ancient Chinese 
Religion (Albany: SUNY, 1998); Enemies of Civilization: Attitudes toward Foreigners in Ancient 
Mesopotamia, Egypt and China (Albany: SUNY, 2005). (Ed.) Rethinking Ghosts in World 
Religions (Leiden: Brill, 2009). Old Society, New Belief, Religious Transformation of China and Rome, 
ca. 1st-6th Centuries. Ed. With H. A. Drake and Lisa Raphals, (Oxford University Press, 2017), Daily Life 
in Ancient China (Cambridge University Press, 2018), Ghosts and Religious Life in Early 
China (Cambridge U Press, 2022), and The Netherworld in Ancient Egypt and China: An Imagined 
Paradise (London: Bloomsbury, 2023). [Website: http://muchoupoo.wixsite.com/home] 

 

Teaching activities: 

 In recent years he offered courses in Ancient Egyptian History, Early Chinese religion, and Comparative 
Religion in the Ancient World, etc.  

 

Email: muchoupoo@gmail.com 
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